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PLAY ON! Is a hilarious farce by Rick Abbot that tells the story of an amateur group putting on a play. They face many 

obstacles including arguments between cast, an ineffectual stage manager and a playwright who keeps adding to the 

script, including an extra character. We see the action through the various stages of production near the performance 

date.  These are done in three acts: a rehearsal, the dress rehearsal and first night.  

 

PROGRAMME:  The programme was a basic A5 and one sheet double sided.   It gave information about the play, details 

of cast and backstage support.   There were details of how to become involved in the group and their next production.    

There was no mention of NODA. 

 

SCENERY, SET AND PROPS:  The set was excellent and designed so it could easily be adapted for the various stages of 

production with rehearsal chairs replaced by the sofa, curtains placed at the bare window and props added.   The props 

were good; the safe with no back, period telephone, scripts etc and well used by the cast including a water pistol 

doubling as a gun.     

 

COSTUME, HAIR AND MAKE UP:  The costumes were good; rehearsal clothes and then period costume for the dress 

rehearsal and production.  There were remarks about Violet not wearing a bustle like Polly.   These comments made 

no sense as Sarah Hewitt, as Polly/Lady Margaret, was clearly not wearing a bustle – false or otherwise!   There was 

good attention to detail and some fantastic wigs.  

   

SOUND AND SPECIAL EFFECTS:  The sound was good and the  voices on the stage were loud enough and clear.  

However, there was a considerable amount of dialogue said off-stage and at times, this was difficult to hear.     Sound 

effects were great, especially the thunder storm at the end!     Incorrect sound effects were used intentionally as part 

of the humour of the piece and this made hilarious situations even funnier.   

 

THE PRODUCTION: There were good strong performances from all.   The familiar steriotypes were all there including 

Polly, the smug know it all and her compliant husband, the neurotic and slightly eccentric playwright, the Director at 

the end of his tether, put upon backstage person, romantically linked couple as well as the group’s trouble-maker and 

the young and eager to please ‘schoolgirl’.   The play, full of theatrical antics has a passing resemblance to the hugely 

successful ‘Noises Off’ with its theme of what can go wrong, does go wrong!    The action flowed well with many comic 

moments; incorrect sound effects, mistimed phone calls, incorrect entrances and exits.  One of my favourite moments 

was in the third act when Saul and Billy have obviously had a few drinks!     This was an intentionally over the top 

production with a lot of action and laughs and had the audience smiling from start to finish. 
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